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June 18, 2021 
 

 
 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 
Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: 

Next Meeting:  None. 

Chad Tyrakowski reports the summer season will be busy and project numbers are rising 

quickly.  We provided Amtrak drawings from the last redesign of the loading platform, in 

preparation for handicap accessibility and other improvements they are planning.   

                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A detour utilizing the truck route was approved by 

MDOT, allowing Chorba to prep and pave the Division 

patches from last month’s valve repairs.   

Northern Construction replaced the 12” valve on 

Andrews.  Since water had to be shut to complete the 

project, those impacted, as well as EGLE, were notified 

of a precautionary Boil Water Advisory, which we hope 

to lift @3:30pm today.   

Northern Construction has begun cutting pavement for 

the sidewalk and crosswalk portions of the 

Pokagon/Jefferson project.  Caldwell’s Tree Service 

assisted with a last-minute removal of a tree in the  



path, and we worked with Dixon to 

finalize the bid package for the Penn 

Tower work.                                                                           

After providing historical  data for 

actual use and demand, meetings were 

held with MEC, Bender Electric, F&V, 

Wightman, and the city to discuss a 

plan that will improve power delivery, 

switching ability, simplify, and future-

proof the WWTP, all while also 

providing back-up power.  MEC also 

held an on-site meeting to start making 

plans for improvements with the 

Chestnut Substation.  We provided substation transformer information to AEP.  SevElectric 

assisted with a fault discovered with the Prairie Ronde/N. Lowe/Middle Crossing traffic 

signals.  We again had to address some tampering with both an electric and water service.  A 

storm that blew through this morning caused a temporary blip in power to the city, as well as 

several outages in MEC and AEP territories.  Earlier in the week, Mitch had to troubleshoot 

ACD issues at the Fire Station and Museum.  We also worked with ACD to approve a service 

extension.  And, Mitch assessed what he determined to be a communication failure, leading to 

Penn Tower overflowing for a short time on Sunday. 

We had a couple of mechanical issues this week.  A hole developed in a hose on the city hall 

generator, and ran the radiator out of coolant.  Thankfully this was discovered quickly after 

the generators automatic weekly run.  Although it made a mess and heated enough to smoke, 

only a replacement of the hose and coolant was required.  Unfortunately, we didn’t fare so 

well at the WWTP.  A 1991 30hp trash pump blew a valve.  Due to the age, and previous 

challenges finding replacement parts, we are reviewing full replacement alternatives.   

Parts have been ordered to alleviate issues found with the blowers during Professional Pump’s 

visit last week.   

On Monday/Tuesday, we hosted water license training with Oden Training for two of our 

guys and three operators from Kalamazoo.  Mitch, Quentin, and Chad attended GIS training 

provided by Wightman and hosted/attended by SLAUA.  The crew repaired piping for a check 

valve at B3.  Hepatitis B shots were provided for newer hires that had not been vaccinated.  A 

Cemetery Board Meeting was held Thursday. 

 

 

Deputy Chief David Toxopeus, Dowagiac Police Department shares a few violation  

1. Unregistered boat and trailer stored in City lot at Pennsylvania and Main.  Spoke with                                                                           

 owner boat moved.  (happens to be the same boat from last week. Sold to neighbor) 

   2.          405 West St., burning Trash and fire every night. Spoke with owner.  No fire last 

night.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Deputy Chief Robert Smith - Dowagiac Fire Department reports that fire crews traveled to 

True's Towing 

and Recovery 

for extrication 

training. Our 

firefighters 

trained with 

the Jaws of 

Life and also 

on vehicle 

stabilization 

with our rescue 

jacks.  

 

DFD thanks 

Trues Towing 

for allowing us to 

train at the 

shop and for 

the use of the 

vehicles. 

 

 

 

Director of Public Safety, Steven L. Grinnewald reports that congratulations are in order 

for Sergeant Matthew Behnke on his graduation from the Michigan State University School of 

Staff and Command today.   

The Michigan State University School of Staff and Command is a 400-hour problem-based 

course that utilizes a blend of classroom facilitated learning and cutting edge distance learning 

technologies.  The program began in January of 2021, and concluded with a virtual graduation 

ceremony today.   

Problem-based learning (PBL) represents the next generation in law enforcement training by 

fostering critical thinking, and employing learning 

philosophies appropriate in today’s law enforcement 

world. 

This year’s class was held virtually however that 

didn’t change the challenging curriculum that the 

students faced.  Students studied budgeting, grant 

writing, strategic planning, and other challenging 

topics while they prepared themselves to be future 

leaders of their departments.   

Students learned as much about themselves as they did 

the important topics they discussed.  Students went 

through psychological profiles, conflict resolution 

profiling, and other critical testing to determine how 

they approach these situations within their own 

personalities.  

Again, congratulations Sgt. Behnke!!  We look 

forward to furthering Sgt. Behnke’s leadership ability 

and are very excited for the future.  Great Job Matt! 

  



Museum Director Steve Arseneau reports that the Dowagiac Area History Museum has 

resumed normal Tuesday through Saturday hours this week. Visitors stopped in every day      

to see new exhibits and to visit with volunteers and staff.  

 

The temporary exhibit 

Dowagiac Treasures: 

Highlights of the Bainbridge-

Lee Collection will be up 

through the summer. In 

October, the museum will open 

The World of Insects, an 

exhibit guest curated by local 

naturalist and longtime 

Museum Advisory Committee 

member Bill Westrate.  

 

Westrate has been collecting 

specimens for decades and has 

shown parts of his collection in 

museums across the Midwest.  

 

Dennis Grady and his family 

donated the collection related to 

Police Chief George Grady to 

the museum in fall 2020. The 

collection is mostly catalogued 

and we plan to have an exhibit 

case on Chief Grady in the 

Small Town, Big World: 

Locals Who Made History 

permanent exhibit later in the 

summer. 

 

 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

  


